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Plymouth School to live again
The sleepy-eyed students
jump to their feet immediately when the stern-faced principal, arm rested on the potbellied stove and bedecked
in a coal-colored suit, barks
out the orders to recite the
daily Pledge of Allegiance.
This scene, typ ical of turn
of the century classrooms,

will be recreated Se.pt. 22
when
the
onedoom
Plymouth
School
is
dedicated on the Fort Hays
State University campus.
Honored guests will be
Mrs. Olive Garvey, Wichita,
whose donation made the
stoJ1e schoolhouse completion possible, and Mrs.

Loretta Doubrava, Dorrance,
who
wrote
Plymouth
School's history and was the
first to report the school to
the selection committee.
Dedication ceremonies
will begin at 2:30 p.m. with
an old-fashioned rendition of
the Pledge of Allegiance by
Prof . Alan Miller, Plymouth

School principal for-a-day.
Following will be poetry
readings, sing i ng, pantomimes and a mock spelling
bee performed by elementary school chi ldren clad in
full costume. The event will
conclude with everyone
singing songs from the preWorld War I era.

Following the ceremony,
Pres . and Mrs . Gerald
Tomanek will host a reception for the more than 200
persons who volunteered
their time in making the .
schoolhouse pro j ect a '
reality.
The school , built in 1874
near Wilson in Russell County, was dismantled in th& fall
of 1977 and reconstructed
on campus east of Forsyth
Library. The relocation project was planned and complet ed by members of the
FHSU chapter of Phi Delta
Kappa, professional education fraternity , and t he FHSU
Endowment Association .
The origina l i dea for
re locating the schoolhouse
came from Dr. M ill er and Dr.
Nancy Voge l, professor of
English . This product would
be one way , they determined, in which PDK members
could help FHSU observe its
7 5 t h anniversary.
The native l i mestone
bu ilding, complete with
desks, blackboards and a
potbellied stove, wi ll be used
as a classroom and as a
meeting place for honorary
and service organ izat ions.
Alumni who w ish t o view
the schoolhouse ca n do so
as part of thei_r Parent's Day
and Homecoming activities.

